
AC 1.4 – Examine the rights of Individuals in criminal investigations

The rights of individuals in 
criminal investigations are 
simply listed or may have 
limited description
(1-3)

The rights of individuals in 
criminal investigations are 
clearly examined.
(4-6)



SUSPECTS



SUSPECTS

• The most detailed section involves the most 
controversial group in terms of rights which is….suspects
• So spend the most time on this
•Need to include Case Studies



Suspects: Stop and Search (your rights)

1. What might a police officer stop and ask you?
2.Can you refuse to stop or answer their questions?
3. When can they stop you and what are the police powers with regard to stop and 
searches?
4. What must happen before you are searched?
5. Can they ask you to remove an item of clothing? Explain your answer.



A CASE OF UNLAWFUL ARREST

• One case which demonstrate unlawful arrest is Smith v Police Service for 
Northern Ireland (2019). 
• The case involved a woman who was found inured below a window after a party in 

her house; police concluded she had been pushed from the window.
• 4 people present at the scene were arrested on suspicion of attempted murder 

including ’Connor’ whose name appeared in text messages on her mobile phone.
• It transpired that the woman had jumped from the window herself following a fire 

alarm and that Connor had nothing to do with the crime (Connor is a common in 
Northern Ireland).
• the court concluded that the police did not have reasonable grounds to detain 

the suspects for a period of 10 hours



Key legislation to use

• Various sections of the Police & Criminal evidence Act 1984 
(PACE) which is regularly revised (added to) with other Acts 
also relevant 
• You should include in your notes details of section(s) 56 and 

58
• And be aware that you have the right to consult the code of 

practice



Suspects have the right to remain silent 

You do not have to say anything which might ‘incriminate’ you

However

Question- As a suspect is there any problems with making a no comment 
interview? 

Right to silence as a suspect? –



VICTIMS
Your Rights



VICTIMS –

• Are covered by Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims (2004)
• The Ministry of Justice released a Code of Practice that should be followed after every case 

(revised 2015)



VICTIMS – Your Rights

As a victim:
• You should be kept informed about the progress of your case
• Be notified when a suspect is arrested, charge or bailed
• Be given help as vulnerable witness if appropriate
• Can apply for compensation
• Make a victim impact statement



VICTIMS –
Case Study
• A case where victims rights 

were not respected was the 
infamous Rochdale Grooming 
Gang scandal

• BBC Website Story

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-53394767


Cases

• A report in the Guardian 
suggests that victims of 
Domestic abuse wait more than 
2 years to get the compensation 
they are owed (the Guardian, 
Feb 2017)



WITNESSES
YOUR RIGHTS



• There is a witness charter that contains key standards
• Having a point of contact to find out about case
• Given the opportunity to claim back expenses for travel and food
• Being given special measures if you are vulnerable
• To never be intimidated by the defendant

WITNESSES 



• Highlight the intimidation of the witnesses by serial paedophile Barry Bennell
from the article –

• https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jan/23/barry-bennell-
threatened-boy-who-witnessed-abuse-court-told

Case study - Witnesses rights: Barry Bennell

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jan/23/barry-bennell-threatened-boy-who-witnessed-abuse-court-told
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/jan/23/barry-bennell-threatened-boy-who-witnessed-abuse-court-told

