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Moral Panic 
 
Definition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Moral Panics 
 
Example 1 - (The ‘mods’ and ‘rockers) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example 2 – Knife Crime 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knife Crime as a Moral Panic 
 
Explain How Knife Crime could be regarded as an example of a moral panic 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________  

A moral panic is a feeling of fear spread among many people that some evil threatens the well-
being of society. ... Stanley Cohen states that moral panic happens when "a condition, episode, 
person or group of persons emerges to become defined as a threat to societal values and 
interests 

One of the first moral panics 
occurred in the 1960s, with the 
medias’ portrayal of the clashes 
between Mods and Rockers. The 
media portrayed the event in a 
sensational way, with lawless 
gangs fighting each other in 
dramatic battles 
 

Read the article about the media’s moral panic over knife crime. Answer the following: Are the 
media representations distorted and how would this affect public perception?  
 
  bit.ly/the_sun_knife-crime 
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Stages of Moral Panic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deviance Amplification and Moral Panic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explain How the London Riots can be seen as an example of ‘Deviance Amplification’ 
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

   

Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 

Stage 6 Stage 5 Stage 4 

Deviancy amplification is a term used by criminologist to refer to the way levels of deviance or 
crime can be increased by the societal reaction to deviance itself.  For example, if there is a 
moral panic about something this effectively advertises it. For example, the ‘London’ began in one 
area of London but quickly spread through the city and then to other counties. later offenders 
were only aware of the riots through its reporting on 24-hour news broadcasts and social media 
- therefore the reporting of the original deviance amplified it.   


