The Double Jeopardy

Campaign

The Campaign by Ann Mings to Overturn
the Double Jeopardy Law




Background to this campaign

* THE DOUBLE JEOPARDY RULE WAS A LAW THAT PREVENTED SOMEONE FROM BEING TRIED
TWICE FOR THE SAME CRIME.

* |TS ORIGINAL INTENTION WAS TO PREVENT THE STATE FROM PERSECUTING PEOPLE
THROUGH REPEATED PROSECUTIONS FOR THE SAME CRIME.

* By THE 1990s IT WAS BEGINNING TO LOOK SOMEWHAT OUTDATED, THERE HAD BEEN A
NUMBER OF HIGH PROFILE CASES WHERE GUILTY PEOPLE APPEARED TO BE GOING
UNPUNISHED, ESPECIALLY IN CASES WHERE FORENSIC TECHNIQUES SUCH AS DNA
PROFILING HAD MADE NEW LINE OF EVIDENCE VIABLE TO THE POLICE AND THE CPS.




What Were The Aims of The Campaign?

* CAMPAIGNERS WANTED TO REPLACE THE EXISTING RULE WITH A NEW ONE; THAT WHERE NEW
EVIDENCE WAS AVAILABLE THAT WASN T AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF THE TRIAL THEN A PERSON
COULD BE TRIED FOR THE SAME OFFENCE FOR A SECOND TIME.

* THE PROPOSED CHANGES WOULD ONLY APPLY IN SERIOUS CASES SUCH AS MANSLAUGHTER,
MURDER OR RAPE. ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FIGURES OF THE CAMPAIGN WAS ANNE MINGS.
ANNE'S DAUGHTER JULIE HOGG HAD BEEN MURDERED BY HER PARTNER, BiLLY DUNLOP. DUNLOP
LATER CONFESSED TO THE KILLING BUT THERE WAS LITTLE THAT COULD BE DONE BECAUSE OF
THE DOUBLE JEOPARDY RULE.

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT FIGURES OF THE CAMPAIGN WAS ANNE MINGS. ANNE'S
DAUGHTER JULIE HOGG HAD BEEN MURDERED BY HER PARTNER, BiLLY DUNLOP. DUNLOP LATER
CONFESSED TO THE KILLING BUT THERE WAS LITTLE THAT COULD BE DONE BECAUSE OF THE
DOUBLE JEOPARDY RULE.




What Did They Achieve?

* THE CAMPAIGN WAS A COMPLETE SUCCESS. THE 2003 CrIMINAL JusTice AcT
2003 ABOLISHED THE DOUBLE JEOPARDY RULE FOR SERIOUS CRIMES AND CAME
INTO EFFECT TWO YEARS LATER, IT WAS ALSO RETROSPECTIVE MEANING IT DID
NOT MATTER WHETHER AN ALLEGED OFFENCE HAD O0CCURRED BEFORE 2005.

e BiLLy DunLor couLp BE (AND WAS) PROSECUTED FOR THE MURDER OF JULIE
HoGG. THERE WERE OTHER HIGH PROFILE RETRIALS AS A RESULT OF THIS LAW.

* IN 2012, NeiL AcourT AND LUKE KNIGHT, STOOD TRIAL AND WERE FOUND
GUILTY OF MURDER OF BLACK TEENAGER STEPHEN LAWRENCE IN 1993. DespPITE
STRONG EVIDENCE OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT, THEY COULD NOT BE PROSECUTED
AFTER A FAILED PRIVATE PROSECUTION BY STEPHENS PARENTS IN 1996.



How Did They Publicise Their Cause?

* THIS WAS A SINGLE PERSON CAMPAIGN.

* ONE OF HER FIRST ACTIONS WAS TO TAKE THE POLICE TO COURT FOR THEIR
BUNGLED INVESTIGATION INTO JULIES MURDER, THIS HELPED TO GET PUBLICISE
THE CASE. ANNE WROTE HUNDREDS OF LETTERS TO THE PRESS MPs AND

SIGNIFICANT LEGAL FIGURES.

* SHE SOUGHT AND OBTAINED HELP FROM THE PRESS, NOTABLY THE NORTHERN
EcHO. SHE WENT TO PARLIAMENT MADE A POWERFUL SPEECH IN THE HOUSE OF
LorDS.
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Sarah’s Law

Sarah Payne Campaign to Change the Rules Surrounding
Disclosure of Information on Convicted Paedophiles




Background to this campaign

* THIS CAMPAIGN BEGAN AS A RESPONSE TO A TRAGIC MURDER.

e IN THE YEAR 2000, SarAH PAYNE (AGED 8) WAS ABDUCTED AND MURDERED BY RoY
WHITING.

* WHITING HAD PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS FOR ABDUCTION AND SEXUAL ASSAULT OF A
YOUNG GIRL.

* SARAH S MOTHER (ALSO CALLED SARAH) ARGUED DURING THE TRIAL THAT HAD SHE
KNOWN A PREVIOUSLY CONVICTED SEX OFFENDER WAS IN THE LOCAL AREA, SHE WOULD
NEVER HAD ALLOWED SARAH OUT




What Were The Aims of The Campaign?

* THE AIMS OF THE CAMPAIGN WERE TO GIVE THE PARENTS OF CHILDREN
ACCESS TO SEX OFFENDERS' REGISTER TO CHECK FOR INFORMATION ABOUT

LOCAL OFFENDERS.



What Did They Achieve?

* IN SeErTEMBER, 2008 THE CAMPAIGN WON THE RIGHT FOR PARENTS OR CARERS TO FORMALLY
ASK POLICE IF SOMEONE WITH ACCESS TO A CHILD (TEACHER, CARER) HAD A RECORD OF
SEXUAL OFFENCES.

NOTE THIS IS FALLS SOMEWHAT SHORT OF THE ORIGINAL AIMS OF THE CAMPAIGN. SARAH PAYNES
INITIAL GOAL WAS OPEN ACCESS THE SEX OFFENDERS REGISTER FOR PARENTS IN THE AREA
WHERE THEY WERE LIVING. ACCESS WAS GRANTED BUT IT WAS MORE LIMITED THAN THIS AND SO,
THE CAMPAIGN CAN BE REGARDED AS A PARTIAL SUCCESS.

ALSO IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SCHEME HAVE BEEN CRITICISED.
VIGILANTE ATTACKS STARTED ON PEOPLE IDENTIFIED AS OFFENDERS AND, OFTEN WRONGLY. As
A RESULT OF THIS SOME POLICE FORCES HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO
PARENTS, FOR EXAMPLE SUSSEX POLICE MADE DISCLOSURES IN 14 ouT oF 193 APPLICATIONS
(%), IN coNTRAST, CLEVELAND POLICE MADE DISCLOSURES IN RESPONSE TO 131 oUT OF A
ToTAL oF 147 (89%).




How Did They Publicise Their Cause?

* ONE CRUCIAL ASPECT OF THE CAMPAIGN WAS THE SUPPORT OF A NATIONAL
NEwWSPAPER (THE NEws oF THE WORLD). THIS WAS AT A TIME WHEN
NEWSPAPERS WHERE WIDELY INFLUENTIAL.

* THE PAPER RAN MANY NEWS STORIES ABOUT SARAH AND THE TRIAL OF Roy
WHITING AND STARTED A PETITION TO GET A CHANGE IN THE LAW. THE PETITION
ATTRACTED oVER 100,000 REAL SIGNATURES IN THE DAYS BEFORE
ELECTRONIC PETITIONS. THIS WAS VERY HARD FOR A GOVERNMENT TO IGNORE.
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