
 

TECHNIQUE & 
TYPE 

TYPE(S) OF SITUATION WHAT TYPE(S) OF CRIME EVALUTION - USEFUL EVALUATION –  
NOT USEFUL 

CASE STUDIES 

The Surveillance 
technique I am going 
to discuss is CCTV. 

Useful - This is particularly useful in 
street situations, many of these 
environments are heavily surveilled 
by CCTV camera. The UK is has the 
largest number of cameras per head of 
population and it is used extensively to 
‘police’ some areas. It is also useful in 
domestic crime scene situations if 
CCTV has been installed, for example 
many home owners now have CCTV which 
is useful in solving burglaries (property 
crime). 

Useful – CCTV is very useful in fighting 
some violent crimes such as affray 
(fighting). It is also useful in tacking 
property crime as locations and specific 
can be have cameras installed.  

Helps to track a suspect’s movements 
and disprove any alibi – Example?  
 
 
Places suspect at or near scene of 
crime – Example? 
 
 
Difficult to deny in court – “seeing is 
believing”  - Example? 
 
 
 

One limitation of CCTV is that the 
images it captures are of poor quality. 
(elaborate - Example) 

Another limitation is facial recognition 
technology which is a new development 
in CCTV does not recognise brown 
skinned individuals as well as it does 
people with whiter skin – this has led 
some people to suggests it is ‘racist’. 
(elaborate – Example)  

Many people object to the widespread 
surveillance used in the UK today. They 
believe that there are far too many 
cameras and their use cannot be 
justified. 

Others point out that CCTV simply 
moves crime around, criminal will go 
where they cannot be tracked by CCTV, 

Useful:  Pick One – possible are The Jamie 
Bulger killings or Milad Rouf ( 
https://bit.ly/Milad_Rouf ) 

Not Useful -  CCTV is not in the police 
station or in the laboratory as these 
are place where offender rarely commit 
crimes. 

Not Useful -   CCTV cameras are a 
useful tool for most crimes but Their 
use in some types of crime, e.g., E-crime 
is far more limited. 

Not Useful: Not so many cases where 
people have bee misidentified but one is  
Robert Julian-Borchak Williams – wrongly 
arrested for robbing a department store 
in Shinola, Michigan 
(https://bit.ly/cctv_facial_recognition). 

The Interview 
Technique I am 
going to discuss is 
Eyewitness 
Testimony (police 
interviews) 

Useful - This is particularly useful in 
police station situations, and at the 
crime scene situations. Witness can be 
interviewed and details they can recall, 
can be used to investigate crimes. 
Speed is important and this is normally 
best done close to the time that the 
crime was committed 

Useful – are very useful in a range of 
crimes but are particularly useful when 
the crime is centred around an event 
such as street fights, street robbery 
or sexual (violent crime).  these types 
of crime often require eyewitness the 
identification of offenders and it is 
important that the police uncover the 
sequence of events.  

 
Do this on after you have done the 
negatives: 
 
Forensic investigators have developed 
various techniques to increase witness 
reliability. Among these are the PEACE 
framework and the cognitive interview 
(elaborate) – these are thought to be 
far more reliable to the ‘traditional’ 
police witness interview (explain what 
these techniques are) 
 
scene of the crime is somewhere he or 
she may not have reason to be 

 
 
Do this one first: 
 
Witnesses can be confused over details 
and may give unreliable evidence. 
Violent crime is particularly 
susceptible to this kind of memory 
distortions – this is sometimes known as 
the ‘weapons effect’. 
 
Also witness may a be influenced by the 
language used in the interview, Loftus 
and Palmer (1975) showed peoples 
estimate of how fast a car was 
travelling were influence by the 
language used in questioning. 
 

An example where it worked – Gary Dobson  
– PEACE framework used 

Not Useful -  Formal interviews are not 
conducted in the laboratory of the 
street. 

Not Useful -   sometimes witnesses can 
be confused over details and may give 
unreliable evidence. This is particularly 
true when the police use traditional 
methods of interviewing (direct, short 
closed questions).. 

An example where it hasn’t worked Richard 
Buckland – (explain the case)* 
( A local 17-year-old with learning 
difficulties who confessed to one of the 
murders that Colin Pitchfork was 
eventually convicted of) 
*This interview was carried out before the 
development of the cognitive interview or 
PEACE framework..  
 


