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AC2.1 Explain the requirements of the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) for 

prosecuting suspects (4)  

✓ Brief description of CPS. Shouldn’t have written too much here as it is 

not a task on the ‘role of the CPS’ like in AC1.1. Just a brief introduction 

will suffice 

✓ Relevant case studies to illustrate Full Code test required for top mark 

band 

✓ Relevant legislation required for top mark band – CJA, 2003 and 

Prosecution of Offences Act, 1985 

✓ Mark band 1 may not have the legislation included 
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AC2.1 

Requirements of CPS for prosecuting suspects discussed with reference to charging 

role, legislation, Full Code Test and Threshold Test. Cases used to support. 

A simple/basic explanation of the CPS with little or no reference to the prosecution of 

suspects. (1-2) 

Detailed explanation including clear and relevant examples of the requirements (tests) of the 

CPS in prosecuting suspects. (3-4) 

 

Charging role- Criminal and Justice Act, 2003  

Prosecution of Offences Act, 1985 

Full code test (evidential and public interest)  

Threshold test 
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Introduction  

✓ Describe the role of the CPS 

✓ Charging role- Criminal and Justice Act 2003 

✓ Prosecution of offences Act 1985 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly outline the CPS and it’s CHARGING ROLE (it considers the evidence and then 
makes the decision to prosecute. 

You can explain how this came about (the police used to do this – investigating and 
prosecting cases were separated by the PROSECUTION OF OFFENCES ACT (1985) 
and the CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACT 2003. 
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Explain each of the following, use a case study to support  

✓ Full code test 

✓ Evidential test and case study  

✓ Public interest test & case study  

✓ Threshold test & case study  

✓ 2 cases that did not result in a prosecution and why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You need to outline the various parts of the FULL CODE test. – this has two parts 
the EVIDENTIAL TEST and THE PUBLIC INTEREST TEST 

CASE STUDIES 

✓ FOR THE EVIDENTIAL TEST - JOAN FRANCISCO is a case where the CPS did 
not feel the case had sufficient merit (did not meet the ‘threshold’ to 
prosecute). 
  

✓ FOR PUBLIC INTEREST - CHRISTOPHER KAPESSA is a case where the CPS felt 
it would not be in the public interest to prosecute 
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AC2.2 Describe trial process (4)  

✓ Must cover everything here for 4 marks.  

✓ Each of the stages of the trial process must be included and reference 

made to the personnel involved to reach top mark band –not going into 

detail about their role, merely touching on the role and who they are 

and what their role in the trial is. 

✓ Refer to Magistrates and Crown Courts and mention the personnel 

involved in 

✓ Case studies must be based on court case not the investigation 

 

• Pre- trial 

• Bail 

• Roles 

• Courts 

• Plea bargaining  

• Appeals 

 

Link to brief not required but can be seen as good practice 
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AC2.2 

Trial process described in detail. All 6 areas covered. Magistrates and crown included. 

Cases to support. 

A simple/basic description of trial processes and/or personnel involved. May only be a list. 

(1-2) 

Describes in some detail the stages of the trial process, including the personnel involved. 

(3-4) 

 

Pre- trial 

Bail 

Roles 

Courts 

Plea bargaining  

Appeals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give details the three types of offences and the courts that can try them: 

 

o SUMMARY OFFENCES 
o TRIABLE EITHER WAY OFFENCES 
o INDICTABLE OFFENCES 

 

Refer to these in subsequent places of your support booklet 
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Pre-trial  

✓ What occurs at pre-trial  

✓ Outcomes of guilty vs not guilty pleas 

✓ What is plea bargaining  

✓ Differences between charge, court and sentence bargaining  

✓ Generic examples applied  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give details of KEY EVENTS pre-trial: 

o GUILTY vs NOT GUILTY PLEAS 
o Plea Bargaining (CHARGE BARGAINING, COUNT BARGAINING & SENTENCE 

BARGAINING) 

 

CASE STUDIES 

o JERIMIAH TAYLOR – a student who pleaded guilty at Newcastle Magistrates 
court to possession of a knife. Case shows how the plea affects sentencing 
and whether the defendant is tried at the magistrate’s court of the crown 
court (link) 

o Note we do not normally get to see plea bargaining as it happens, it is a 
confidential part of the justice system (not for the public), so you can use 
generic examples 

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/north-east-news/walker-university-graduate-avoids-jail-22411192
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 Bail  

✓ What is bail  

✓ What is the different between conditional and unconditional bail  

✓ Why might an individual be remanded in custody?   

✓ Case study where someone got bail?  

✓ When may a court refuse to give bail?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions above, and then: 

 

CASE STUDY(S) 

A case where bail was refused – GHISLAINE MAXWELL (flight risk) 

Case(s) where bail SHOULD HAVE BEEN REFUSED - Link 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=rapists+bailed&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
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 Criminal Court System – magistrates  

✓ What types of offences exist?   

Indicatable/summary/triable & where do they take place  
✓ Who are the magistrates? Describe their roles and features  
✓ Real case that has been  heard in the M court describe   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give details the three types of offences and the courts that can try them: 

 

WHO ARE MAGISTRATES? 

o what do they do? (roles) 
o What kind of crime do they try, SUMMARY OFFENCES or TRIABLE EITHER WAY 

(explain) 
o how does someone become a magistrate? 
o Do they get paid? 
o who work alongside them; what time of training do they have? 
o social characteristics (age, ethnicity and so on) 

 

 

CASE STUDY 

Research any case – here are some typical ones - link 

https://www.bedfordshirelive.co.uk/news/bedfordshire-news/spent-day-luton-magistrates-court-5196556
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Criminal Court System – crown & supreme court  

✓ Who are the crown court? Describe their roles and features   
✓ Real case that has been heard in the crown court- describe   
✓ What is the role of the supreme court?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELATE BACK TO OFFENCES and PLEAS: 

o TRIABLE EITHER WAY OFFENCES 
o INDICTABLE OFFENCES 

 

CASE STUDY(S) 

Most of the cases from your booklet were originally heard at crown court – give 
details of the offences and any sentence passed – Good examples because they 
didn’t involve appeals include KAY GILDERDALE (assisted suicide) and CLIVE 
PONTING (breaking official secrets) 

 

NOTES ON THE SUPREME COURT –  

the supreme court is the final court of appeal in the uk for civil cases, and for 
criminal cases from England, wales and northern Ireland. The supreme court hears 
cases of the greatest public or constitutional importance affecting the whole 
population.  



 

12 
 

 Criminal Court System – roles   

✓ Who are the jury and what is their role?  

✓ Who is the judge and what is their role?  

✓ What is the role of the prosecutor and oppositions  

✓ Knowledge of any other personnel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions above (is well covered by the booklet)  

 

CASE STUDY 

Case studies which show the power of Jury’s include KAY GILDERDALE and CLIVE 
PONTING. 
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 Appeals  

✓ What is an appeal and who can you appeal to?  

✓ How to appeal a magistrate’s court  

✓ Who is the court of appeal?  How long do to you have to appeal? What is the appeal 
process?   

✓ Appeals to the supreme court  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure you have notes on when appeals are allowed from  

o magistrates court (automatic right to have case heard in crown court) 
o crown court (new evidence making the verdict ‘unsafe’)  
o Appeals by the prosecution (sentences but also appeals allowed under new 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY LAW) 
o Supreme Court is the last court of appeal and so is the highest court for 

criminal cases: 
 
The supreme court replaced the house of lords as the final court of appeal for 
criminal cases but does not normally make decisions on guilt or innocence but 
makes judgements about issues such as the human rights, admissibility of evidence 
and the legality of tax avoidance schemes. 
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AC2.3 Understand rules in relation to the use of evidence in criminal cases (4)  

✓ Discuss all dark bullet points for top mark band 

✓ Legislation and case law required for top mark band 

✓ Case studies that you use must be based on their court case not the 

investigation  

✓ Don’t need to explain the different types of evidence in detail as  already 

covered this in AC1.3.  

✓ Mark band 1 may not include legislation 

 

 

• Relevance and admissibility  

o Improperly obtained evidence (admissibility) 

o Pre-trial silence (admissibility) 

o Character evidence and past convictions 

• Disclosure of evidence 

• Hearsay rule and exceptions 

• Disclosure in criminal cases 

• Legislation and case law e.g. Article 6 ECHR, s.78 PACE, CJA, 2003 

 

Link to brief not required but can be seen as good practice. 
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AC2.3 

Assess key influences and their impact in relation to evidence. Looks at relevance 

and admissibility and disclosure. Cases used to support. Legislation discussed. 

 

A simple/basic understanding of the rules in relation to the use of evidence in criminal cases. 

(1-2) 

Detailed understanding of the rules in relation to the use of evidence in criminal cases. 

(3-4) 

 

Relevance and admissibility – reliability and relevance 

Improperly obtained evidence (admissibility) 

Pre-trial silence (admissibility) 

Character evidence and past convictions 

Disclosure of evidence 

Hearsay rule and exceptions 

Disclosure in criminal cases 

Legislation and case law e.g.  

Article 6 ECHR  

s.78 PACE  

CJA, 2003 

Criminal Justice and Public Order Act, 1994 

 

Cases 

Links to brief 
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 Relevancy and admissibility 

✓ Introduction: why is it important when at trial to establish reliability, authenticity & 
creditability.   

✓ What do we mean my reasonable person  
✓  What is relevancy? Why is this needed in a court case?   
✓ Facts in issue vs 'relevant facts'  
✓ What does admissibility mean?   
✓ Improperly obtained and illegally obtained evidence 

✓ Case study to support inadmissibility?   
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions above, and then: 

 

CASE STUDY:  – Evidence was gained in ‘honey trap’ operation was deemed 
inadmissible by judge was the trial of COLIN STAGG. 

 

Make sure you 

can explain these 
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 Relevancy and admissibility- Pre-trial  

✓ What is pre-trial silence?  

✓ Affects on outcome?   

✓ Jury- conclusions – apply law  

✓ Any cases where defendant exerting their right to silence?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions above: 

o Pretrial silence = the right to silence 
o Effects on the outcome = inferences that can be drawn by the Jury 

CASE STUDY  

A case where a defendant exercised their right to remain silent was DEREK 
CHAUVIN – the cop who killed GEORGE FLOYD 
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 Relevancy and admissibility- character evidence and ‘bad’ evidence   

✓ What do we mean by bad 'character'  

✓ How can ‘bad character’ & 'past convictions' relate.  

✓ Look at 'rape trail' article and use it to apply to this 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAD CHARACTER/PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS  

A Case involving evidence of bad character – DAMIEN HANSEN – Link 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4471156.stm
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 Disclosure of evidence  

✓ What do we mean by disclosure in criminal cases?   

✓ Why is this important  

✓ Article 6 ECHR, S.78 pace, CJA 2003, s41  

✓ Apply to a criminal court case where disclosure was/wasn’t followed 

 

Hearsay  

✓ What is the hearsay rule? 

✓ What can this mean for some trials where individuals cant be in the courtroom in 

person to testify   

✓ Are there any exceptions? Look and apply the case of domestic abuse. 

✓ Apply a case study  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the questions above, make sure you cover: 

o ECHR 
o S78 (PACE) 
o CJA 2003 
o Hearsay 

 

CASE STUDY(s) –  

✓ SALLY CLARK (DISCLOSURE) - Dr Williams' failed to disclose test results which 
showed the presence of Staphylococcus aurea in tissue samples from one of Sally’s 
babies, raising the possibility that he had died from natural causes, was the main 
ground for allowing her appeal 

✓ STEVEN SAUNDERS (HEARSAY) – First person convicted of coercive control – case 
against him was largely based on hearsay evidence - link 

https://www.farnhamherald.com/article.cfm?id=125691&headline=Domestic%20abuser%20is%20jailed%20in%20legal%20first&sectionIs=news&searchyear=2018
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AC2.4 Assess key influences affecting the outcomes of criminal cases (10) 

✓ Cases must be based on the court case and outcome only  

✓ The impact on the outcome and NOT the investigation part.  

✓ Not all bullet points needed in equal measure. 

✓ ASSESSING the IMPACT and need case studies to support the 

assessments  

✓ All bullet points needed 

✓ Impact and cases needed for top mark band and all bullet points 

✓ Mark band 2 – largely descriptive, limited evaluation or lack of cases 

 

 

• Evidence presented to court 

• media 

• witnesses – including experts 

• political factors 

• judiciary (judges and magistrates) 

• barristers and legal terms 
 

Link to brief not required but can be seen as good practice. 
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AC2.4 

Range (4 or more) of key influences affecting outcome of criminal cases assessed. 

Strengths and Weaknesses discussed. 

Key influences affecting the outcomes of criminal cases are largely described. 

(1-3) 

Understanding of the key factors affecting the outcomes of criminal cases is shown and 

some assessment made of their impact. 

(4-7) 

Assesses key influences affecting the outcomes of criminal cases.  There is clear and 

detailed understanding of their impact. 

(8-10) 

evidence presented to court 

media 

witnesses – including experts 

political factors 

judiciary (judges and magistrates) 

barristers and legal terms 

 

Theory 

Statistics 

Cases 

Links to brief 
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Evidence presented at court  

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence/ impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study & impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media 

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence / impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study & impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case study(s) 

o BARRY GEORGE is a strong one as the Court of Appeal decided the forensic 
evidence was likely to have influenced the Jury and judge the conviction unsafe 
- Could use COLIN PITCHFORK as well 
 

o The forensic evidence by DR SKUSE (THE BIRMINGHAM SIX) and the DNA evidence 
in the AMANDA KNOX trial are examples of DISCREDITED evidence 

 

CASE STUDIES: 

✓ CHRISTOPHER JEFFRIES – Decision to detain by police was influenced by politics 

 

✓ OJ SIMPSON – Trial was heavily influence by politics of Southern California 
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Witness / Experts 

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence / impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study & impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Politics 

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence /impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study & impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✓ SALLY CLARK – Expert evidence from Professor Roy Meadows (later discredited) 

 

✓ ALICE SEBOLD – Eyewitness evidence led to unsafe rape conviction (Recently 
discredited) 

✓ THE UK RIOTS 2011 - Harsh sentences handed out to rioters reflected political 
interference in sentencing policy (research some cases) 
 

✓ The eventual successful appeal by the BIRMINGHAM SIX was led by the 
campaigning MP Chris Mullins, without his support they probably still be imprisoned 
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Judiciary  

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence/ impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study & impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barrister and legal teams  

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ How it can influence/ impact a case 

✓ Application of criminal courtroom case study& impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CLIVE PONTING case is a good example of where a Jude tried to influence 
a Jury in their verdict (and failed) 

The OJ SIMPSON case is a good example of the influence of legal teams. The 
evidence against him was very strong but he had a very strong legal team the 
‘Dream Team’ – Some argue he was acquitted because this legal team manged to 
change the issue from his involvement in the killings to one of whether the LA 
police department could be trusted. 
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AC2.5 Discuss the use of laypeople in criminal cases (6)  

✓ Both bullet points needed for top mark band 

✓ Do not overly describe roles of magistrates and juries here.  

✓ An evaluation on their roles should discuss the impact of them by 

including strengths and weaknesses.  

✓ Uses statistics and examples/case study to evidence what they have said 

 

• Juries  

• Magistrates  
 

Link to brief not required but can be seen as good practice. 

AC2.5 

Laypeople discussed, including juries and magistrates, strengths and weaknesses 

with case to support 

A basic/simple description of juries and magistrates. 

(1-3) 

The use of laypeople (juries and magistrates) are discussed fully in relation to their strengths 

and weaknesses in criminal cases. 

(4-6) 

 

Juries   

Magistrates  

Strengths Weaknesses 

Statistics  

Cases 

Link to brief 
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Juries 

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ Strengths -their impact 

✓ Weaknesses – their impact 

✓ Case studies &/or statistics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the question above, and then: 

 

CASE STUDIES  

KAY GILDERDALE – Acquitted of attempted murder despite strong evidence of her guilt by a 
sympathetic jury 

CILVE PONTING – Again a sympathetic jury acquitted him despite overwhelming evidence of 
his guilt. 

 



 

27 
 

 

Magistrates  

✓ Role / explanation  

✓ Strengths – their impact 

✓ Weaknesses – their impact 

✓ Case studies &/or statistics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer the question above, and then: 

 
CASE STUDIES  
 
ANT MCPARTLIN - (Ant & Dec) – Fined £86,000 and disqualified from driving for 20 
months following a drink driving conviction (Wimbledon Magistrates Court – 
16/05/2018). Link 

https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/apr/16/ant-mcpartlin-pleads-guilty-drink-driving

