
TYPE OF CRIME EXAMPLES REAL LIFE CASES TYPICAL VICTIMS TYPICAL OFFENDERS DEVIANCE/CRIMINALITY 

WHITE-COLLAR 
CRIMES 
 
Crimes committed by 
people with power 
and influence – 
often finacial 

• Defrauding 
customers 

• Tax evasion 

• Breaking 
health and 
safety laws 

• Polluting 
the 
environment 

• Bernie Madoff 
(Ponzi Scheme) 

• David Beckham 
(Tax Evasion) 

• The Kray Twins 
(Organised Crime) 

• Consumers of companies that 
offer poor service or 
products 

• taxpayers who pay their taxes 

• employees of companies that 
break health and safety laws 

• People discriminated because 
of gender, age ethnicity  

• Member of public affected by 
polluting companies 

• People with power and authority 
such as company directors and 
managers.  

• Other professionals such as such 
as accountants, lawyers, 
doctors. 

• Some White-collar crime is 
committed by powerful groups 
such as the Mafia, these are 
organised crime groups 

• White collar crimes are criminal and deviant and can cause great 
harm. For example, Bernie Madoff’s Ponzi scheme deprived many 
people of their life savings and led to many suicides including his 
own son.  

• WCC frequently involves a betrayal of trust, such as when 
lawyers swindle their clients or doctors abuse their patients. 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (LOW) - Victims often don't report wc crime 
because they see it a ‘real crime’ and because they often don’t 
know they have bee a victim. Media coverage of white collar crime 
is very limited.  

MORAL CRIMES 
 
Crimes which are 
crimes because they 
go against the 
moral of society – 
victim and 
offenders are often 
the same people 

• Selling or 
possessing 
illegal drugs 

• Bigamy & 
Incest 

• Begging & 
Vagrancy 

• Under-age 
drinking 
smoking 

• Prostitution 

• Assisted 
Suicide 

• Kay Gilderdale – 
(Assisted Suicide) 

• Patrick Stuebing 
and Susan 
Karolewski 
(Sexual 
intercourse 
between siblings 
Incest) 

• Alan Turing 
computer pioneer 
–(Gross 
Indecency) 

• these crimes are sometimes 
said to be ‘victimless’. For 
example, it is difficult to 
identify the victim if any in 
most cases of drug use. 

• The law has changed to 
reflect this all sort of things 
that were crimes e.g. 
homosexuality, adultery and 
having a child out of wedlock 
were illegal but are no longer 

• Offenders are often the same 
people as victims, e.g. underage 
drinkers or drug users. 

 

• In some cases there is a clear 
offender, e.g., drug dealers or 
shop keepers who sell dink or 
tobacco to underage children 

These acts are illegal but the level of deviance is difficult to 
gauge.  

• Many people now regard issues such as drug-taking and 
prostitution as private matters and not matters for the law.  

• Offences such as underage drinking are similarly complicated, it 
may be deviant but in some cultural groups virtually every 
everyone has done it. 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (LOW) - offenders and victims have a 
common interest in keeping a low profile. For example, drug 
dealers and users do not want to draw the attention of the 
police or the public for fear of increased attention 
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TECHNOLOGICAL 
CRIMES 
 
These are offences 
involving the use of 
information and 
communication 
technology (ICT) 
such as the 
internet, social 
media etc. They are 
also known as 
cyber-crimes or e- 
crimes. 

• Financial 
crimes  

• Cyber-
trespass  

• Identity 
Theft  

• Online Hate 
crimes.  

• Illegal 
downloading  

• Online 
Grooming  

• Publishing or 
viewing child 
pornography 

• The Grooming of 
Shamima Begum 

• WannaCry Virus 
the NHS (2017) 

•  One billion user 
accounts stolen 
from Yahoo 
(2013) 

• vulnerable groups include the 
elderly and less educated.  

• a survey found that a 
quarter of young people had 
been victims of online abuse 
(Channel 4, 2013), 

• music, film and games 
industries have incurred large 
financial and job losses as a 
result of this activity 

• Some crimes (e.g hacking; cyber 
trespass ransomware) are male 
dominated 

• Other such as cyber-bulling, 
social media hate crime and 
stalking are less gendered. 

• Offenders (and victims) can be 
based anywhere - these are truly 
‘global’ crimes.  

 

• illegal and deviant, viewing child pornography, cyber fraud or 
identify theft for example, others are less clear. Online 
downloading, is so commonplace it is not considered deviant.  

• trolling is sometimes illegal; some posts are rude but do not 
cross the line into criminality. Others are both deviant and 
illegal, e.g. racist abuse or homophobic abuse. 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (LOW and HIGH) - Victims of cyber-
bullying, online hate crime are likely to be aware of being trolled 
but victims of other crimes such as finical fraud or identity 
theft may not know they have been q victim  

STATE CRIMES 
 
These are crimes 
that are committed 
by the sate or one 
where the state 
gives approval to 
them 

• Genocide  
• Torture  
• Police 

brutality  
• war crimes  

Political 
crimes (e.g. 
election-
rigging)  

• The Man Lai 
Massacre  

• Uyghurs Muslim 
Persecution  

• The Nazi Genocide 
of Jews, Gypsies 
amongst others  
The Killing of 
George Floyd 

• Victims of genocide are 
typically a minority ethnic 
group.  For the Nazis this was 
mainly Jews and Gypsies, for 
the Chinese it has been Uyghur 
Muslims.  

Victims of state crime do not 
always form an ethnic group, 
the Nazis for example 
persecuted and murdered gay 
people, the disabled and 
political opponents. 

Political leaders and state 
officials. For example, after WW2 
senior Nazis were put on trial for 
genocide and other crimes. Lower-
level officials such as police 
officers can also be tried but 
usually for lesser crimes.  

These ‘crimes’ go against basic principle of behaviour so must be 
regarded as deviant. They are clearly criminal but that doesn’t 
mean that they will always be treated as such. The Nazis were 
put on trial because they lost the ware and not because of 
what they had done. States make their own rules and law and 
unethical, immoral or outright evil acts may be tolerated and 
perfectly legal. 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (HIGH and LOW) - Some state crimes are 
very well-known. For example the Nazi holocaust is arguably the 
most discussed crime in history but governments are good at 
hiding their crimes from the public, police brutality is not widely 
discussed or believed except when cases such as the killing of 
George Floyd surface and cannot be ignored 

 
  



Individual Crimes 
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HATE CRIMES 
 
Hate Crimes 
that are 
targeted at a 
person because 
of hostility or 
prejudice 
towards that 
person’s: 

Hate Crimes that 
are targeted at a 
persons’  

• Disability status 
• Race or ethnicity 
• Religion or belief 
• Sexual orientation 
• Gender & Gender 

identity. 

• Islamophobic incidents 
in the UK following the 
2015 Paris attacks  

• Melania Geymonat and 
Christine Hannigan, a 
Lesbian Couple 
attacked on a London 
bus in May, 2019  

DATA FROM THE CSEW (2013) 
Race/Ethnicity: 

 

• 154,000 racially motivated crimes 

• 39,000 sexual orientation  

• 62,000 disability 

• 361 Gender identity  

• The majority are white, male and 
under 25.  

• More serious and violent offences 
tend to be older.  

• A study in the Guardian of online 
trolls concluded that trolling was 
mainly a male, under 30, and had 
sociopathic tendencies in ‘real’ life 
as well. 

• Hate crimes are against the criminal law, although 
this was not the case until quite recently. They are 
also widely regarded as deviant behaviour, 
although some people will be selective about what 
they regard as wrong, for example some people may 
hold negative view about gay people but think that 
discrimination against people on the basis of their 
ethnicity or religion is entirely wrong. 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (MEDIUM) - There has been 
greater awareness of hate crime in recent years 
this maybe as a result of high profile campaigns such 
as TellMAMA, this led to an increase of 200% in 
reported anti-muslims hate crime. From 2008 - 2018 
the number of convictions for disability hate crime 
rose from 141 to 800 (467%). 

HONOUR CRIMES 
Honour" crime 
involves 
violence 
committed by 
people who want 
to defend the 
reputation of 
their family or 
community. 

• Honour killing 

• Forced marriage 

• Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM) 

• Banaz Mahmod - A 
Famous Honour Killing  

• Rania Alayed: Husband 
jailed for honour 
killing of his wife 

• Shafilea Ahmed - killed 
by her family for her 
Western lifestyle 

• female and young 25% of cases 
involved people under the age of 
18 

• It's thought that up to 12 honour 
killings happen every year.  

• Almost all victims are female, like 
offenders must victims are from a 
South Asian or Middle Easter 
cultural heritage.  

• Crimes often committed by family 
members against a female relative. 
They usually occur within South 
Asian and Middle Eastern families.  

• Offenders are usually male, but it 
is not unusual for female to be 
involved in the planning and 
execution 

• Honour-based violence is criminal behaviour and is 
widely regarded as deviant by all sections of 
British Society. However there is a significant 
minority with some communities that regard honour 
as a reasonable basis to commit violence and 
sometimes even murder. 
 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (HIGH and LOW) - Awareness 
of FGM is quite high. Most secondary school 
children learn about this practice in PSHE but 
convictions remain very low. Only one success has 
been achieved in the UK (A 37-year old Ugandan 
mother in 2019) 
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DOMESTIC 
ABUSE 
 
Under UK law, 
domestic abuse 
is defined as any 
incident or 
pattern of 
controlling, 
coercive, 
threatening 
behaviour, or 
violence 
between those 
who are, or have 
been, intimate 
partners or 
family members. 
Abuse can be 
psychological, 
physical, sexual, 
financial or 
emotional. 

• Physical and sexual 
assaults and rape. 
Financial abuse 

• Emotional or 
psychological 

• Controlling 
behaviour 

• Coercive behaviour 

• Alex Skeel: Domestic 
Abuse Survivor 

• Sally Challen - A 
Victim of Coercive 
Control  

• Caroline Flack  
 

4.2% of men and 7.9% of women 
suffered domestic abuse in 
England and Wales during 2018  
26% of women and 14% of men in 
their lifetimes 
Accounts for 16% of all violent 
crime 
Current partners are responsible 
for 45% of rapes.  
 

The great majority of offenders are 
male.  

Offenders are usually the partner 
or ex- partner of the victim, 
although other family members can 
also be perpetrators. 

• Domestic abuse is a crime and is widely accepted as 
being criminal behaviour. However, there is less 
agreement on deviance. The CSEW (2017) found 
that a small minority of both men and women 
thought it was sometimes acceptable to hit or slap 
a partner in certain circumstances; these include - 
having an affair, when cheating on them; flirting 
with other people, or constantly nagging  

 

PUBLIC AWARNESS (LOW) - Several factors lead 
to low public awareness of domestic abuse: 
• It takes place mainly in the home, hidden from the 
public and police. Victims are often too afraid to 
report the crime, which makes the problem look 
smaller than it really is. 
• The police have often seen it as 'only a domestic' 
and not intervened in what they view as a private 
matter between man and wife. 
• Some forms of domestic abuse are very- 
understudied. For example abuse of parents by 
teenage children and elder abuse. 

 


