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AC1.2 – THE UNDER-REPORTING OF CRIME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fear: Victims of crime may fear the consequences if they report crime. They may be worried about personal safety of 
the about the consequences for themselves and their families. For example an abused partner may fear her partner 
but she may also worry about her children being taken into care if reports the abuse. 

Shame: Sometime people don’t report crime because they are embarrassed or ashamed of the circumstances 
surrounding that crime. This is particularly a feature of sexual crimes, but all crimes can carry an element of shame. 
For example, an elderly person who is a victim of a distraction robbery may feel embarrassed that they were taken in 
by the perpetrator. 

Disinterest: Another reason that people may not report crime is that they may not care about it. For example, young 
people may not feel inclined to report other young people for smoking marijuana in the park, whereas an older person 
might. 

Not Personally Affected: Similar to disinterest, people might not feel personally affected by a crime and not report 
it. For example, a white person who witnesses racial abuse of an Asian person may decide that it is none of their 
business, an Asian who witnessed the same thing may take a different view.  
 
 
 

Crimes go unreported for variety of reasons – these may be into two distinct types – personal 
reasons AND social and cultural reasons.  
 
For full marks on this section you need to discuss both of these (Personal and Social and Cultural) 
 

PERSONAL REASONS 

SOCIAL and CULTURAL REASONS 

Lack of Knowledge: Sometimes we don’t report crimes because we don’t know that a crime has been committed. For 
example, may white collar crimes are very complex and the offences are not obvious, for example tax avoidance is 
legal but tax evasion is illegal, we may not know the difference between the two. 

Complexity: This is similar to lack of knowledge, crimes can be very complex, and we may not be sure that a crime has 
been committed. For example, we may not be able to decide on whether we have been the victim of crime or just bad 
manners/rudeness when somebody attacks us online. 

Lack of Media Interest: many crimes do not intent the public or the media (the two may be related). For example, 
survey data show that public is not overly concerned with people using marijuana, as a result people rarely report it 
to the police; the press is similarly relaxed about marijuana use and many newspaper articles have appeared supporting 
decriminalisation or legal change.  

Public Concern On the other hand, some drugs are looked on much more negatively by the press and public, for 
example ecstasy usage was the subject of a press driven moral panic in the 90s and the public was much less tolerant 
of its use. 

Cultural Reasons (Culture bound crime): Some crimes are not reported because of cultural reasons. The United 
Kingdom is a diverse multicultural society; the norms and values of some cultural groups can be very different from 
the mainstream of society. For example, forced marriage and female genital mutilation are accepted practices in some 
sections of society. In fact, some members of these cultural groups may be unaware that these practices are 
unacceptable (deviant) and also illegal 

 


